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. "After having made the necessary orders for the disposi-
tion of the troops in and about Savannah, I ordered Cap-
tain O. M. Poe, Chief Engineer, to make a thorough
examination of ths enemy's works in and about Savannah,
with a view to making it conform to our future uses. New
lines of defenses will be built, embracing the city proper,
Forts Jackson, Thunderbolt, and Pulaski retained, with
slight modifications in their armament and rear defenses.
All the rest of the enemy's forts will be dismantled and
destroyed, and their heavy ordnance transferred to Hilton
Head, where it can be more easily guarded. Our base of
supplies will be established in Savannah, as soon as the very
difficult obstructions placed in the river can be partially
removed. These obstructions at present offer a very seri-
ous impediment to the commerce of Savannah, consisting
of crib-work of logs and timber heavily bolted together,
and filled with the cobble-stones which formerly paved the
streets of Savannah. All the channels below the city were
found more or less filled with torpedoes, which have been
removed by order of Admiral Dahlgren, so that Savannah
already fulfills the important part it was designed in our
plans for the future.

" In thus sketching the course of events connected with
this campaign, I have purposely passed lightly over the
march from Atlanta to the seashore, because it was made
in four or more columns, sometimes at a distance of fifteen or
twenty miles from each other, and it was impossible for me
to attend but one. Therefore I have left it to the army and
corps commanders to describe in their own language the
events which attended the march of their respective
columns. These reports are herewith submitted, and I beg
to refer to them for further details, I W0uld merely sum
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